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A Life of Caring

      We were saddened by the 
death of Peter P. Wong, MD, 
who passed away this April 16. 
        Dr. Wong was an inspi-
ration to many, a mentor and 
leader who made a differ-
ence in the lives of many 
people. A compassionate 
and caring man, Dr. Wong 
pioneered hospice and 
palliative care services in the 
Bay Area.
        After Hope Hospice was 
founded in 1980, he served 
as a physician and medical 
director of Hope Hospice for 
32 years until he retired in 
2014. In his years at Hope 
Hospice, he selflessly donat-
ed his time in caring for 
patients at the end of their 
lives.
        Dr. Wong led the way in 
the delivery of cancer care in 
the Tri-Valley community by 
founding Valley Medical 
Oncology Consultants    

(VMOC), a group that has 
been providing comprehensive 
cancer care to Bay Area 
patients for the last 40 years. 
Patient-centered care for both 
patients and their families with 
personalized expertise was the 
foundational belief upon which 
the practice was built. His goal 
was to treat the person not the 
disease.
        He was among the first in 
the area to be certified as a 
specialist in hospice and 
palliative care and was instru-
mental in developing a 
program to educate other 
physicians about palliative 
care.
        Dr. Wong was also one of 
the original members of 
American Society of Clinical 
Oncology (ASCO) and was 
dedicated to research and 
providing his patients access 
to clinical trials. As a practicing 
physician he not only affected 
the lives of countless patients, 
but also served as a mentor 
and guide to numerous physi-
cians and other healthcare 
professionals.
        His passions in life were 
his family, caring for his 
patients, handball, and Cal 
sports. You could often find 
him at a Cal game cheering on 
his team.
        It was our privilege to 
have him as a leader and 
colleague.
        

Hike for Hope
Hikers raise more than 
$90,000
         The eighth annual Hike for 
Hope, held this May, raised 
more than $90,000 for Hope 
Hospice. The hike is one of 
Hope’s major fundraising events 
of the year.  This year, 520 hikers 
registered to benefit Hope 
Hospice, remember loved ones 
and enjoy the beautiful 
outdoors.  
       “The weather was perfect 
for hiking and being with friends 
and family while supporting a 
wonderful cause,” says Brian 
Kehoe, chair of the 2018 Hike 
for Hope Committee. “So many 
people helped make this event 
a success.”
       The 2018 hike was dedicat-
ed to the memory of Dr. Peter 
Wong, who so compassionately 
cared for Hope Hospice’s 
patients and their families, and 
led the hospice team for more 
than 32 years until he retired in 
2014. 
       

“As a community-based, 
non-profit agency, Hope 
Hospice relies on the generosity 
of community members to 
provide quality end-of-life care, 
home health care, grief support 
and community education,” 
says Bob Boehm, Hope Hospice 
CEO. “We are grateful to 
everyone who participated in 
the Hike.” 
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Message from the CEO
Fulfilling Our Mission
by Bob Boehm 

  

        The Toll Brothers Northern 
California Division recently raised 
$102,188 for Hope Hospice 
during their golf benefit at Castle-
wood Country Club. “Thank you 
to Toll Broth-
ers for their 
generosity 
and hard work 
in putting on 
an event of 
this size,” says 
Bob Boehm, 
Hope Hospice 
CEO.  “Your 
wonderful 
donation 
makes it 
possible for us to carry out our 
mission to provide quality care, 
comfort and compassion to 
patients and their families at life’s 
end.”
       More than 180 golfers partici-
pated in this year’s golf benefit. 
“Toll Brothers is thrilled and 
fortunate to have the opportunity 
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Toll Brothers exceed fundraising goal
to raise money for such a great 
cause that contributes to the 
well-being of our community,” 
says Toll Brothers’ Deny Bart, who 
organized the event.  “Our goal 

this year was 
to beat last 
year’s dona-
tion, and we 
did it!  It’s all 
thanks to our 
sponsors that 
make it all 
happen along 
with our 
volunteers.  
We are looking 
forward to next 

year’s event,” Bart adds.
       “We are grateful for Toll 
Brothers’ support and thank their 
incredible committee,” notes 
Boehm. The committee includes: 
Deny Bart, Celeste Johnson, 
Andrew Gunson, Joel McMillan, 
Brian Thierrin, Todd Callahan and 
Dan Masterson.   

      

   
      It takes many hands to help us carry out our 
mission.  As a non-profit agency, Hope relies on the 
generosity of individuals and businesses to continue 
providing the kind of care and services our 
community deserves. This includes hospice and 
home health care, grief support and community 
education, and new services such as our Living with 
Dementia program. 
       We are grateful to companies like Toll Brothers 
that organize fundraising events to benefit Hope 

Hospice; to our board members who plan events like our Hope 100 Golf 
Marathon; and to our corporate sponsors and the hundreds of community 
members who make the Hike for Hope, our annual memorial hike and 
fundraiser, a success. 
      With our goal of providing quality care with kindness and 
compassion, it is rewarding when family members send comments like 
this: “My husband’s Hope Hospice care team was caring, kind, support-
ive, clear in communications and incredibly supportive. Without Hope, he 
would not have been able to be at home with loved ones. That is a gift 
Hope Hospice gave us that will never be forgotten.”



  

       The death of a loved one can 
leave you feeling alone, confused 
and isolated. Sharing your grief 
with those who have a common 
experience can be very healing  
for you and for them. Our grief 
support groups and classes offer 
an environment of hope, accept-
ance and cooperative learning.
      

 Henrietta “Henri” Fankhauser, a Livermore resident, felt strongly enough about the 
benefits of hospice care to leave a special gift of property to Hope Hospice. Her brother 
had received hospice care and she was familiar with Hope Hospice. As a way to 
memorialize him, she named Hope Hospice in her will in the early 2000s. The gift was 
finalized early this year after Henri passed away in November 2017 at age 96.  
        “We are honored that Henri remembered us in her will,” says Bob Boehm, Hope 
Hospice CEO.  “Gifts like this are so important in helping us fulfill our mission.” If you are 
interested in donating a gift of real estate to Hope Hospice, contact Jennifer Pettley, 
director of Development at (925) 829-8770.  

Become a dementia 
care volunteer
        As a Hope dementia care 
volunteer, you can provide a 
supportive friendship to a person 
with dementia and enhance that 
person’s well-being. Hope’s 
innovative program, Living with 
Dementia, helps those at all 
stages of dementia live with 
greater dignity, achieve a better 
quality of life and aids their 
caregivers.  
        

       
        We rely on a team of 
volunteers to help provide this 
important service to our patients 
and families. Our dementia care 
volunteers receive special training 
that spans three evenings. The 
next training session will be held 
on August 2, 9 and 16 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m.
       Become a friend to a person 
living with dementia and experi-
ence the rewarding feelings that 
come with it.
Contact Jill Smith, RN, director of 
Volunteers at jills@hopehospice.com; 
or Nikki Tildesley, Volunteer manager, 
at nikkit@hopehospice.com, or call 
(925) 829-8770 for more information.        

       Golf for a cause you believe 
in.  Take the personal challenge to 
play 100 holes in a single day to 
benefit Hope Hospice on October 
8, 2018 at Castlewood Country 
Club in Pleasanton.  
        Now in its fourth year, the 
strenuous nature of the Hope 100 
Golf Marathon symbolizes the 
challenges patients and families 
face at the end of life. The net 
proceeds from this event will help 
Hope Hospice provide the com-
passionate, high-quality care 
needed for hundreds of patients 
and their families throughout the 
year.  
      

Golfers to play 100 holes in one day 

Generous gift memorializes a loved one

      
       “You can support Hope 
Hospice by being a player, spon-
sor or donor,” says Kathleen 
Berriatua, chair of the Hope 100 
Golf Marathon and member of the 
Hope Hospice Board of Directors.  
“So many individuals and corpo-
rate leaders have helped make 
our past events a success, and I 
invite them and other community 
members to take the challenge 
this year.”
Learn more or register at 
Hope100GolfMarathon.com. For 
questions contact Kathleen Berriatua, 
(510) 461-2242 or 
katberriatua@gmail.com

       This is a structured, safe space 
where you can be in community 
with other grieving individuals, 
share your grief story, learn coping 
strategies and support one anoth-
er. Hope’s grief counselors can 
help you decide which groups or 
classes will be most useful. 
To learn more, visit HopeHospice.com 
or call (925) 829-8770.

GOLF MARATHON
HOPE

Grief support for those who have lost a loved one
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Remember Hope Hospice in Your Will
(Hike for Hope, continued from page 1)

Community Support 
       Hope Hospice is grateful for 
the gifts we receive from individu-
als and community groups that so 
generously support our non-profit 
organization.

Veterans donate to blanket program

patriotic symbols for our Veteran 
patients. This year, the American 
Legion Post 237 generously 
donated $1,000 to help support 
our Veteran blanket program. 

Castlettes raise funds for Hope
Members of the Castlettes, 
Castlewood Country Club's 
women's nine-hole golf group, 
donated $5,700 to Hope Hospice 
in January.  Each December, the 
Castlettes host a charity holiday 
luncheon benefiting several local 
organizations, and Hope Hospice 
is always at the top of the list.
  
Plush blankets comfort patients

Thank you to the Dublin/San 
Ramon Women’s Club for 
donating plush blankets for Hope 
Hospice patients. The club is part
of the General Federation of  

Women’s Clubs, an organization 
dedicated to community improve-
ment by enhancing the lives of 
others through volunteer service. 

Comfort Cuffs a warm treat

Members of the Valley Stitchers 
Guild and Diablo Home Economists 
donated comfort cuffs they knitted 
for Hope Hospice. Our hospice staff 
members delivered the cozy cuffs to 
our patients.

Hope Hospice volunteers create 
plush lap blankets adorned with 

        Thank you to our leading 
corporate sponsors for their 
noteworthy support: Hitachi 
Vantara, Graham Hitch-Jess E. 
Spencer Mortuary, Pleasanton 
Emergency Medical Group, MCE 
Corporation, Bradley Tanks, 

Inc., Heritage Bank – Tri-Valley 
Bank, Sensiba San Filippo, John 
Muir Health and Palo Alto Medical 
Foundation – Sutter Health. 
Media sponsors: Diablo Magazine 
and KKIQ Radio. A big thank you,
to our Hike for Hope Planning  

Committee volunteers: Brian 
Kehoe, chair; Nicole Borchard, 
Mark Collins, Chuck Deckert and 
Bill Harvey.  
Visit �eHikeForHope.com to see a list 
of teams, individuals and local corpo-
rate and in-kind sponsorships.
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